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Indo-German Forum: Research, Innovation and Transfer

20.03.2025, New Delhi

Part One: Leadership Roundtables

Venue: Bharat Mandapam, ITPO Gate no. 7, New Delhi-110001

Time, hrs (IST) Programme

09:00 - 10:00 Registration

10:00 - 10:15 Welcome address

o Dr. Kai Sicks, Secretary General, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

e Dr. Katja Lasch, Director, German Centre for Research and Innovation (DWIH)
New Delhi and Director, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Regional
Office New Delhi

10:15-11:30 Parallel Roundtables

1. Systems: Strengths and Challenges of Research Systems
Venue: Meeting Room 8

Chair: R. Madhan, Director, Indo-German Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC)
Co-Chair: Dr. Katja Lasch, Director, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
Regional Office New Delhi and German Centre for Research and Innovation (DWIH)
New Delhi

Speakers:

e Dr. Harald von Kalm, Head of Department, International Affairs and
Integrative Activities, German Research Foundation (DFG)

e UlfRichter, Chancellor, University of Duisburg-Essen

e Prof. Dr. Gesine Grande, President, Brandenburg University of Technology
Cottbus-Senftenberg (BTU)

e Dr. Benedikt Fausch, President’s Office - Science Policy & International
Affairs, Leibniz Gemeinschaft

e  Dr. Praveenkumar Somasundaram, Head, International Cooperation,
Department of Science and Technology (DST)

e  Prof. Dr. Sandeep Verma, Department of Chemistry, Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT) Kanpur
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e Dr. Arabinda Mitra, Adviser, Foundation for Innovation & Technology Transfer,
IIT-Delhi and Former Scientific Secretary, O/o PSA to Gol.

e  Rahul Nayar, Senior Fellow, Foundation for Advancing Science and
Technology (FAST) India

Protocol: Aadishree Jamkhedkar, Head of Programmes, German Centre for
Research and Innovation (DWIH) New Delhi

Move: Cross-Border Research Careers
Venue: Meeting Room 9

Chair: Dr. Franziska Langer, Head of India Office, German Research Foundation
(DFG)

Speakers:

e Dr. Thomas Hesse, Secretary General, Alexander von Humboldt (AvH)
Foundation

e Prof. Dr. Michael Karl Hoch, Rector, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitdt
Bonn, Chair of the German U15 University Alliance and President of the
German Academic Scholarship Foundation

e Prof. Dr. Andreas Marx, President, Friedrich Schiller Universitét Jena

e Dr. Christiane Haupt, Policy Officer for Cooperation with Asian Countries,
Max-Planck-Gesellschaft

e Prof. Dr. Jan Weigand, Chair of Inorganic Molecular Chemistry, Technische
Universitdt Dresden

e Prof. Manoj Kumar Dhar, Director, Academy of Scientific and Innovative
Research (AcSIR)

e Dr.Vasudharani Devanathan, Associate Professor, Department of Biology,
Indian Institute of Science, Education and Research (lISER) Tirupati

e Dr. Samrat Kumar, Country Coordinator, EURAXESS

e Dr. Bramanandam Manavathi, Director, Office of International Affairs,
University of Hyderabad

Protocol: Apoorv Mahendru, Deputy Director and Head - Marketing, German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Regional Office New Delhi

Education: Sustainable Structured Exchange Programmes
Venue: Meeting Room 10
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Chair: Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities (AlU)

Speakers:

e Dr. Kai Sicks, Secretary General, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

e Prof. Dr.-Ing. Dirk Frohling, Director, Institute for Mechanical Engineering,
Westfdlische Hochschule

e Prof. Dr. Juliane Winkelmann, Senior Vice President International Alliances
and Alumni, Technical University of Munich

e  Prof. Dr. Martin Paul, Rector, Ruhr-University Bochum

e  Prof. Dr. S.A. Sannasiraj, Department of Ocean Engineering, Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Madras and Steering Committee Member, ABCD Center

e  Dr. Preeti Nair, Director, Centre for International Relations and Research,
Parul University

e  Prof. Dr. Rabibrata Mukherjee, National Coordinator SPARC, Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur

e Prof. Dr. Vijay Khare, Director, International Center, Savitribai Phule Pune
University

Protocol: Shikha Sinha, Senior Advisor - International Cooperation, German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Regional Office New Delhi

11:30 - 12:00 Networking Break

12:00-13:15 Parallel Roundtables

4. Collaborate: Equitable Research Partnerships
Venue: Meeting Room 8

Chair: Dr. Rama Swami Bansal, Head of the International S&T Affairs Directorate
(ISTAD), Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)

Speakers:
e Prof. Dr. Verena Blechinger-Talcott, Vice-President for International Affairs,
Freie Universitdt Berlin
e Prof. Dr. Johannes Wessels, Rector, University of Miinster
e Geeny George Shaju, Adviser Science and Innovation, Embassy of Sweden
New Delhi
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Dr. Rajesh Tandon, Founder-President of Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA)
Prof. Dr. Sachin Chaturvedi, Director General, Research and Information
System for Developing Countries (RIS) (tbc)

Dr. Keshab Das, Director, Centre for Research in Regions and Development

R. Madhan, Director, Indo-German Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC)

Protocol: Mirjam Schmidt, Senior Desk Officer, Centre for International Academic
Cooperation (KIWi), German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

5. Horizon: Social Sciences and Humanities
Venue: Meeting Room 9

Chair: Dr. Sebastian Schwecke, Director, Max Weber Forum South Asia

Speakers:

Prof. Dr. Evelyn Korn, Vice President for University Culture and Deputy
President, Philipps-Universitdt Marburg

Prof. Dr. Eva Inés Obergfell, Rector, University of Leipzig

Prof. Dr. Stefan Vogenauer, Director, Max Planck Institute for Legal History
and Legal Theory, Frankfurt

Prof. Dr. Jorg Gengnagel, German Director, M.S. Merian - R. Tagore
International Centre of Advanced Studies Metamorphoses of the Political
(ICAS:MP)

Prof. Dr. Swati Acharya, Head, Department of Foreign Languages, Savitribai
Phule Pune University and President, Goethe Society of India

Prof. Dr. Biju Abraham, Public Policy and Management, Indian Institute of
Management Calcutta

Prof. Dr. Deepak Mehta, Professor of Sociology, Ashoka University

Prof. Dr. Amitabh Mattoo, Dean School of International Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)

Dr. Lakshmi Subramanian, Visiting Professor, Birla Institute of Technology
and Science (BITS Pilani) Goa

Protocol: Dr. Jan-Helge Weidemann, DAAD-Lecturer in German Studies, Delhi
University

6. Innovation: Pathways for Technology Transfer
Venue: Meeting Room 10
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Chair: Dr. Katja Lasch, Director, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
Regional Office New Delhi and German Centre for Research and Innovation (DWIH)
New Delhi

Speakers:

e Prof. Dr.-Ing. Dieter Leonhard, Chairman- German University Consortium for
International Cooperations (DHIK) and President, University of Applied
Sciences Saarbriicken (HTW Saar)

e Anandi lyer, Director India Office, Fraunhofer Gesellschaft

e Thomas Neumann, Head of New Ventures, Shareholdings & Incubators,
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) and NXTGN

e Prof. Dr. Tessa Flatten, Vice President International Affairs, Technical
University Dortmund

e Dr. Jitendra Kumar, Managing Director, Biotechnology Industry Research
Assistance Council (BIRAC) (tbc)

e Dr. Taslimarif Saiyed, Director and Chief Executive Officer, Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Platforms (CCAMP)

e  Praveen Roy, Head, Technology Translation, and Innovation (TTI) Division,
Department of Science and Technology (DST)

e Dr.Vithal Kumar Lakkineni, Senior Manager Business Development and Tech
Transfer, IKP Knowledge Park

e Dr. Shivkumar Kalyanaraman, CEO, Anusandhan National Research
Foundation (ANRF)

e Dr. Mrutyunjay Suar, CEO, Technology Business Incubator, Kalinga Institute
of Industrial Technology (KIIT) University and Chairman, Bhubaneshwar City
Knowledge Innovation Cluster (BCKIC)

Protocol: Aadishree Jamkhedkar, Head of Programmes, German Centre for
Research and Innovation (DWIH) New Delhi

13:15-14:00

Lunch

14:00

Bus Transfer to Hyatt Regency and Break
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20.03.2025, New Delhi

Part Two: Dialogue and Networking Evening

Venue: Oval Room at The Mansion, Hyatt Regency Delhi, Ring Rd, Bhikaji Cama Place, Rama Krishna

Puram, New Delhi, Delhi 110066

Time, hrs (IST) Programme
16:00 - 17:00 Registration
17:00 - 17:30 Opening and Welcome Addresses

e Dr. Philipp Ackermann, Ambassador of Federal Republic of Germany to India
and Bhutan
e Dr. Kai Sicks, Secretary General, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

17:30 - 18:45 Panel Discussion: The Future of International Research Collaboration:
Frameworks, Partnerships, and Impact

e  Prof. Dr. Angela Ittel, President of Technische Universitdt Braunschweig, Vice-
President for International Affairs, Equal Opportunities and Diversity, at the
German Rectors' Conference (HRK) and co-lead TU9 Alliance

e Prof. Oliver Glinther, Ph.D., President, Universitédt Potsdam and Chair UA11+
Alliance

e Prof. Dr. Michael Karl Hoch, Rector, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitdt
Bonn, Chair of the German U15 University Alliance and President of the
German Academic Scholarship Foundation

e DrGeetha Vani Rayasam, Head of the Human Resource Development Group
(HRDG) of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)

e  Prof. Dr. V. Ramgopal Rao, Vice-Chancellor, Birla Institute of Technology and
Science (BITS) Pilani

e  Prof. Dr. Varghese, Visiting Professor, Ashank Desai Centre for Policy Studies,
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay

Moderation: Dr. Katja Lasch, Director, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
Regional Office New Delhi and German Centre for Research and Innovation (DWIH)

New Delhi
18:45 - 19:15 Launch of Reports and Publications
19:15 onwards Dinner and Networking Reception
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