
 
 
 

Title: Indo-German workshop on Plant-Microbe Interactions 
Implications for Plant Health and their Interconnections:  

October 26th-28th, 2025 
 

                                                           Sunday, October 26, 2025 

Time Events 

3 pm – onwards Registration and Arrival at VFAST Guest House/Students hostel  

7 pm – onwards Networking Dinner with Invited Speakers  

                                                                       Monday, October 27, 2025 

8.00 - 9.00 am Registration NAB Auditorium 

9.00 - 9.30 am Inauguration  NAB Auditorium 

Time Speaker Title 

Chair: Balakumaran Chandrasekar (BITS Pilani, Rajasthan) 

9.30 - 10.15 am Plenary Talk  

Prof. Alga Zuccaro 

 University of Cologne  

  Reprogramming Root-Microbiota compatibility 

through microbial synergism 

10.15-10.45 am High Tea/ Coffee break and Photo Session 

10.45-11.00 am Overview by India Offices of Max-Planck-Gesellschaft and University of Cologne 

10.45-11.00 am Presentations by India Offices of Max -Planck-Gesellschaft and University of Cologne 

Chair: Anupama Ghosh (Bose Institute, Kolkata), Symbiosis and Beneficial Interactions 

11.00 - 11.25 am Prof. Natalia Requena 

KIT, Karlsruhe 

The secret life of root colonizing fungi 

11.25 - 11.50 am Prof. Maitrayee Dasgupta  

University of Calcutta 

Adaptive Trajectories of SYMRK in the Evolution 

of Rhizobia Legume Symbiosis 

11.50 - 12.15 pm Prof. Senjuti Sinharoy  

NIPGR, New Delhi 

The dynamic interaction of bHLH proteins in 

nodule vascular strands regulation 

12.15 - 12.30 pm Dr. Akanksha Singh 

CIMAP, Lucknow  

 

Symbiotic Rewiring of Plant Lipid Pathways by 

Endophytic Pseudomonas oryzihabitans CB24 

12.30 - 12.40 pm Selected Oral Talk 1: 

Atish Kumar Behera,  

BITS Pilani,  

Hyderabad Campus  

Bacillus endophyticus J13 imparts drought 

tolerance to Arabidopsis thaliana by regulating 

the plant auxin-dependent auxin conjugation 

pathway 

12.40 – 1.30 pm Lunch, BITS Pilani Cafeteria 

01.30 - 4.00 pm Posters and Refreshments 

Chair: Santosh Satbhai (IISER, Mohali), Infection strategies of Pathogens 

4.00 - 4.25 pm Prof. Anupama Ghosh  

Bose Institute, Kolkata 

Insights into the biological function of 

extracellular lipases in Ustilago maydis 

4.25 - 4.50 pm Prof. Armin Djamei 

INRES, University of Bonn 

How to induce a gall - lessons from the smut 

fungus Ustilago maydis 

4.50 - 5.10 pm Tea/ Coffee break 

Chair: Santosh Satbhai (IISER, Mohali), Infection strategies of Pathogens, contd.. 

5.10 - 5.35 pm Prof. Amey Redkar  

NCBS, Bangalore 

Insights into the interconnected root signalling 

landscape and its role in shaping systemic 

infections 

5.35 - 6.00 pm Prof. Praveen Verma 

 JNU, New Delhi 

Lifestyle of necrotrophic phytopathogens: 

Mechanism of survival under hostile host cell 

environment 

6.00 - 6.10 pm Selected Oral Talk 2: 

Syona Thomas 

Dissecting the root-fungal interface in 3D reveals 

spatially distinct signalling landscapes 



 
 
 

NCBS, Bangalore  
6.10 - 6.45 pm Refreshing break 

6.45 - 8.00 pm Cultural Program 

8.00 pm onwards Dinner    

Tuesday, October 28, 2025 

Time Speaker Title 

 Chair: Senjuti Sinharoy (NIPGR, New Delhi), Plant-Herbivore Interactions 

9.00 - 9.25 am Prof. Sirsha Mitra 

 Savitribai Phule Pune 

University, Pune 

Solving the retrograde riddle of multi-stress 

acclimation in Solanum lycopersicum L. 

9.25 - 9.50 am Prof. Jyothilakshmi Vadassery 

NIPGR, New Delhi  

NBS-LRR receptor–mediated recognition of a 

Spodoptera litura effector triggers plant immunity 

9.50 - 10.15 am Prof. Sagar Pandit 

 IISER, Pune 

Plant Chemical Ecology: Decoding the Lingua 

Franca of Plant Interactions 

10.15 - 10.25 am Selected Oral Talk 3: 

Satarupa Sil 

CSIR-NCL, Pune 

Novel HARP1-like proteins modulate plant defense 

10.25 – 10.35 am Selected Oral Talk 4: 

Misha Kumari 

NIPGR, New Delhi 

 

Cyclic Nucleotide Gated Channel 13 (CNGC13) is 

a key calcium channel regulating 

systemic wound signaling and defense responses 

against Spodoptera litura herbivory 

10.35 - 11.00 am Tea/ Coffee break 

Chair: Amey Redkar (NCBS, Bangalore), Chemical Signalling and Agri-biologicals 

11.00 - 11.25 am Prof. Prabodh Trivedi  

CSIR-CIMAP, Lucknow 

Small but Mighty: Unveiling the role of small 

molecules in plant-microbe interactions 

11.25 - 11.50 am Prof. Ashok Giri  

CSIR-NCL, Pune 

Plant Proteinase Inhibitor based Peptides: 

Challenges and perspectives of their applications in 

plant protection 

11.50 - 12.15 pm Prof. Reinhard Fischer  

KIT, Karlsruhe 

Alternaria alternata secondary metabolites - plant 

virulence factors and beyond 

12.15 - 12.40 pm Prof. Shilpi Sharma 

IIT, Delhi 

Deciphering the role of microbiome alchemists in 

disease suppressive soil 

12.40 – 12.55 pm Dr. Vaibhav Agarwal 

DFG Office India 

DFG funding opportunities  

   12.55 - 1.10 pm Industrial Sponsor Talk 

1.10 - 2.00 pm Lunch, BITS Pilani Cafeteria 

Chair: Armin Djamei (INRES, University of Bonn), Cell wall and Protease-Mediated Host Immune 

Responses  

2.00 - 2.25 pm Prof. Mariana Schuster 

IPB, Halle 

Proteases in plant microbe interactions: immune 

proteins and virulence factors 

2.25 - 2.50 pm Prof. Balakumaran 

Chandrasekar 

BITS Pilani, Pilani campus  

Glycobiology of Soybean-Macrophomina 

Interactions at the Cell Wall Interface 

2.50 - 3.15 pm Prof. Santosh Satbhai 

IISER, Mohali 

Danger-associated peptide modulates Iron-

deficiency signaling and root growth in Arabidopsis 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

3.15- 3.25 pm Selected Oral Talk 5: 

Tapasya Datta 

CSIR-CIMAP, Lucknow 

MIR408-encoded peptide, miPEP408, orchestrates 

stress response towards Rhizoctonia 

solani in Arabidopsis via miR408-LAC3-driven 

Lignification 

3.25- 3.35 pm Selected Oral Talk 6: 

Sumit Sagar 

RCB, Faridabad 

The art of evasion: how chitin deacetylases shapes 

the biotrophic lifestyle of Erysiphe 

pisi 

3.35- 4.00 pm Tea/ Coffee break 

Chair: Jyothilakshmi Vadassery (NIPGR, New Delhi) From Chromatin to Structural Biology of proteins 

4.00 - 4.25 pm Prof. Matheshwaran 

Saravanan 

IIT Kanpur 

Role of SWR1 Chromatin Remodeler in 

morphogenesis and Virulence of Ustilago maydis 

4.25 - 4.50 pm Prof. Alexander Förderer 

MPI for Molecular Plant 

Physiology, Potsdam 

Structure-informed engineering of plant-microbe 

interactions 

4.50 – 5.00 pm Selected Oral Talk 7: 

Muthusaravanan 

Sivaramakrishnan 

BITS Pilani, Pilani campus  

Going Beyond Sequence: AlphaFold2-Enabled 

Discovery of SUSS effectors and Protease 

Inhibitors from Macrophomina phaseolina during 

Soybean Colonization  

5.00 – 5.10 pm Selected Oral Talk 8: 

Suvasri Dutta 

Indian Statistical Institute, 

Jharkhand  

Chemical ecology of rice–Meloidogyne graminicola 

interaction: Cultivar-specific attraction mediated by 

root exudate cues 

 

5.10- 5.45 pm Refreshing Break / Discussion on Networking- Follow-up Meetings 

5.45 - 6.30 pm Poster Awards  and Vote of Thanks 

7.30 pm onwards Dinner    

   

Wednesday, October 29, 2025 

9.00 am  Departure  


